
Table 3.4
U.S. District Courts.  Criminal DEFENDANTS Filed by Major Offense (Excludes Transfers)

1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995

TOTAL DEFENDANTS 60,092 63,027 64,958 64,656 67,635 64,699 62,054 63,986

GENERAL OFFENSES

Homicide, Total 201 253 233 280 229 283 330 389
  Murder First Degree 97 150 153 209 150 162 225 322
  Murder Second Degree 40 57 27 18 22 71 64 7
  Manslaughter 64 46 53 53 57 50 41 60

Robbery, Total 1,440 1,607 1,569 1,872 2,339 2,265 1,826 1,436
  Bank 1,342 1,509 1,497 1,802 2,250 2,155 1,748 1,339
  Postal 33 31 35 32 55 74 54 57
  Other 65 67 37 38 34 36 24 40

Assault 652 633 655 683 721 591 650 625
 

Burglary, Breaking 
and Entering, Total 132 144 155 176 159 180 178 86
  Bank 30 17 41 59 61 91 101 8
  Postal 33 29 32 35 27 31 24 31
  Interstate Shipments 0 3 1 5 20 18 9 12
  Other 69 95 81 77 51 40 44 35

Larceny & Theft, Total 4,272 4,051 4,021 4,206 4,363 4,167 3,978 4,081
  Bank 217 162 173 165 307 377 414 245
  Postal 745 673 576 477 471 521 459 424
  Interstate Shipment 297 336 388 435 458 453 392 318
  Other U.S. Property 1,897 1,927 1,858 2,130 2,230 2,020 1,957 2,166
  Transportation, Etc. 
    of Stolen Property 409 301 339 354 310 417 357 512
  Other 707 652 687 645 587 379 399 416

Embezzlement, Total 2,162 2,254 2,203 1,998 2,048 2,038 1,702 1,449
  Bank 857 1,023 966 919 846 828 734 759
  Postal 489 470 435 417 424 344 251 248
  Other 816 761 802 662 778 866 717 442

Fraud, Total 9,495 9,010 9,574 9,124 9,804 10,189 9,343 10,176
  Income Tax 1,394 1,183 1,206 1,048 1,015 1,011 931 850
  Lending Institution 1,294 1,256 1,467 1,636 1,844 1,862 1,656 1,688
  Postal 1,849 1,715 1,685 1,503 1,648 2,214 1,877 2,422
  Veterans & Allotments 62 83 21 15 6 11 6 0
  Securities & Exchange 34 67 54 75 66 51 67 53
  Social Security 251 216 326 271 278 230 232 288
  False Personation 27 31 48 72 52 45 44 33
  Nationality Laws 97 150 177 115 53 60 28 85
  Passport Fraud 319 290 308 245 218 240 170 245
  False Claims & Statements 2,034 1,977 2,062 1,749 2,013 1,947 1,718 1,734
  Other 2,134 2,042 2,220 2,395 2,611 2,518 2,614 2,778

Nature of Offense

Fiscal Year



Table 3.4 (Continued)
U.S. District Courts.  Criminal DEFENDANTS Filed by Major Offense (Excludes Transfers)

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

TOTAL DEFENDANTS 66,896 69,437 78,287 80,116 83,303 82,665 87,784 92,134

GENERAL OFFENSES

Homicide, Total 446 432 474 484 449 419 454 394
  Murder First Degree 395 379 404 422 413 381 395 340
  Murder Second Degree 14 16 22 17 7 9 16 15
  Manslaughter 37 37 48 45 29 29 43 39

Robbery, Total 1,635 1,745 1,714 1,526 1,510 1,613 1,559 1,358
  Bank 1,539 1,653 1,638 1,466 1,463 1,566 1482 1308
  Postal 50 39 45 39 32 22 44 24
  Other 46 53 31 21 15 25 33 26

Assault 594 568 690 561 739 668 678 880

Burglary, Breaking 
and Entering, Total 91 93 115 99 75 76 54 67
  Bank 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
  Postal 21 29 25 20 16 18 12 17
  Interstate Shipments 1 2 0 3 0 3 1 0
  Other 69 60 90 76 59 55 41 50

Larceny & Theft, Total 4,393 3,927 4,267 4,211 4,108 3,867 3,830 3,842
  Bank 287 293 291 269 295 280 201 204
  Postal 516 460 625 594 631 605 635 595
  Interstate Shipment 371 309 321 444 371 355 420 525
  Other U.S. Property 2,189 1,924 2,054 2,002 1,924 1,889 1,886 1,846
  Transportation, Etc. 
    of Stolen Property 523 440 418 380 419 330 358 269
  Other 507 501 558 522 468 408 330 403

Embezzlement, Total 1,392 1,279 1,505 1,406 1,284 1,178 1,181 1,054
  Bank 706 621 790 766 687 608 534 419
  Postal 272 263 306 278 249 230 281 284
  Other 414 395 409 362 348 340 366 351

Fraud, Total 10,628 10,410 11,130 10,428 10,532 10,273 11,205 10,999
  Income Tax 847 873 766 722 632 503 490 483
  Lending Institution 1,581 1,573 1,723 1,789 1,759 1,662 1,505 1,345
  Postal 2,195 1,741 1,677 1,626 1,564 1,619 1,596 1,618
  Veterans & Allotments 0 3 2 3 5 1 9 8
  Securities & Exchange 53 103 142 109 243 192 266 200
  Social Security 332 397 620 606 767 607 1,242 1,057
  False Personation 28 33 31 25 43 34 37 27
  Nationality Laws 115 161 298 269 367 401 265 301
  Passport Fraud 234 221 289 312 292 275 283 426
  False Claims & Statements 1,912 2,251 2,166 1,828 1,505 1,652 1,925 1,927
  Other 3,331 3,054 3,416 3,139 3,355 3,327 3,587 3,607

Nature of Offense

Fiscal Year



Table 3.4 (Continued)
U.S. District Courts.  Criminal DEFENDANTS Filed by Major Offense (Excludes Transfers)

1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995

Auto Theft, Total 539 364 351 387 366 547 514 452

Forgery and Counterfeiting, Total 2,189 2,066 1,833 1,613 1,662 1,485 1,561 1,388
  Transportation of Forged Securities 66 83 81 44 74 44 96 18
  Postal Forgery 133 109 109 87 92 80 70 11
  Other Forgery 1,157 1,161 967 840 759 648 530 341
  Counterfeiting 833 713 676 642 737 713 865 1,018

Sex Offenses, Total 416 373 467 476 405 352 385 436
  Sexual Abuse 190 202 228 278 250 239 271 274
  Other 226 171 239 198 155 113 114 162

Drugs, Total 19,886 23,028 23,008 23,119 25,033 23,114 21,905 22,926

Miscellaneous General 
Offenses, Total 13,254 13,392 14,425 14,624 14,411 13,481 13,898 12,852
  Bribery 297 297 313 381 315 259 394 262
  Drunk Driving, Traffic 8,265 8,338 8,586 7,518 7,067 6,366 7,094 5,216
  Escape* 966 941 946 766 686 770 842 760
  Extortion, Racketeering & Threats 627 609 708 725 946 945 975 1,382
  Gambling and Lottery 251 271 316 298 358 178 166 49
  Kidnapping 92 93 77 121 136 112 139 137
  Perjury 137 141 149 159 98 141 122 110
  Weapons and Firearms 2,408 2,462 3,129 4,321 4,561 4,348 3,695 4,436
  Other 211 240 201 335 244 362 471 500

SPECIAL OFFENSES

Immigration 2,351 2,760 3,126 2,671 2,565 2,900 2,958 4,471

Liquor, IRS 11 3 13 7 27 9 3 3

Federal Statutes, Total 3,092 3,089 3,325 3,420 3,503 3,098 2,823 3,216
  Agricultural/Conservation Acts 478 415 398 449 517 401 314 530
  Antitrust Violations 153 153 133 100 114 106 88 48
  Food and Drug Act 70 93 104 92 155 86 65 72
  Migratory Bird Laws 53 127 70 86 38 34 48 49
  Motor Carrier Act 91 49 70 53 33 32 13 12
  National Defense Laws 212 214 165 141 262 190 150 110
  Civil Rights** 130 94 117 136 106 89 105 136
  Contempt 67 158 122 104 64 63 84 86
  Customs Laws 172 241 225 133 149 106 154 161
  Postal Laws 237 224 239 193 218 221 192 214
  Other 1,429 1,321 1,682 1,933 1,847 1,770 1,610 1,798

Nature of Offense

Fiscal Year



Table 3.4 (Continued)
U.S. District Courts.  Criminal DEFENDANTS Filed by Major Offense (Excludes Transfers)

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

Auto Theft, Total 360 382 310 360 330 306 246 223

Forgery and 1,436 1,711 1,896 1,794 1,772 1,818 1,788 1,587
  Transportation of Forged Securities 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
  Postal Forgery 4 0 2 0 0 0 0 0
  Other Forgery 307 268 265 173 158 130 125 125
  Counterfeiting 1,125 1,442 1,629 1,621 1,614 1,688 1,663 1,462

Sex Offenses, Total 673 720 804 957 1,010 1,080 1,251 1,374
  Sexual Abuse 295 309 312 342 459 446 557 583
  Other 378 411 492 615 551 634 694 791

Drugs, Total 23,861 25,885 29,472 30,671 30,598 31,493 32,387 32,786

Miscellaneous General 
Offenses, Total 12,208 11,981 12,524 13,252 14,310 14,624 16,762 18,332
  Bribery 222 238 235 204 333 160 150 204
  Drunk Driving, Traffic 5,055 4,977 4,988 5,010 4,691 4,967 5,154 5,088
  Escape* 795 638 612 693 669 633 604 547
  Extortion, Racketeering & Threats 1,158 1,101 1,206 1,032 1,090 828 1,135 962
  Gambling and Lottery 26 33 31 28 52 14 24 23
  Kidnapping 220 195 251 185 180 189 179 182
  Perjury 133 97 151 107 135 149 136 93
  Weapons and Firearms 3,986 3,988 4,441 5,114 6,223 6,673 8,379 10,218
  Other 613 714 609 879 937 1,011 1,001 1,015

SPECIAL OFFENSES

Immigration 6,105 7,328 10,147 11,461 13,052 12,086 13,447 16,328

Liquor, IRS 6 8 1 6 16 4 2 1

Federal Statutes, Total 3,068 2,968 3,238 2,900 3,518 3,160 2,940 2,909
  Agricultural/Conservation Acts 407 348 450 372 389 358 282 268
  Antitrust Violations 44 47 37 45 75 42 30 14
  Food and Drug Act 63 63 56 72 68 86 74 63
  Migratory Bird Laws 107 34 86 49 80 89 99 190
  Motor Carrier Act 12 10 7 16 5 3 2 3
  National Defense Laws 102 99 82 101 554 490 166 102
  Civil Rights** 115 136 166 129 127 127 92 99
  Contempt 87 85 94 84 114 163 116 80
  Customs Laws 197 172 212 137 166 113 89 94
  Postal Laws 158 175 157 121 112 137 132 126
  Other 1,776 1,799 1,891 1,774 1,828 1,552 1,858 1,870
*Includes escape from custody, aiding or abetting an escape, failure to appear in court, and bail jumping.
**Includes cases removed from state courts under provision of the Civil Rights Act, 28 U.S.C. 1443.

Source:  Statistical Table D-2 (DEFENDANTS)

Nature of Offense

Fiscal Year

NOTE:  Criminal cases and defendants tend to fluctuate with changes in Department of Justice policies.  Sustained increases in immigration and 
firearms cases reflect law enforcement and other special initiatives in these areas.  In 2002, the large increase in criminal cases and defendants 
involving social security fraud resulted from the recent "sweep" of identity theft prosecutions announced by the Attorney General in May 2002.


